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To our Guests:  Welcome! 
Worship Patterns in Pandemic Days 

 
God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
with us in spirit as they watch and pray at home. God strengthen us all 
through his word and promise in our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
The continued threat of coronavirus infection requires us to change our 
habits during the time we spend together. Please follow these rules to 
keep each other safe: 
 
On entering— 

• Masks are required. Please be sure to wear one. 

• Sit only in pews marked with a bow.  

• Keep the spacing rod between you and your family and the 
person or family at the other end.  

• Greet each other from a distance. 
 
During the service— 

• Refrain from singing unless otherwise instructed. Instead, listen 
to the singers in the balcony and follow the words in the bulletin. 

• When we share the Peace, do not hug or shake hands. Instead 
wave or bow to the people around you. 

• Offering plates will not passed. If you missed the basket on your 
way in, place it there when you leave. 

 
During communion— 

• Keep a safe distance from the person in front of you as you 
approach. 

• Hold out your cupped hands for the host. The pastor will not 
place this in your mouth or extended fingers. 

• For the wine, take a plastic cup from the top of the music  stand, 
and hold it steady as the pastor fills it.   Deposit the cup in the 
receptacle as you return to your place. 
 

As you leave— 

• Unless you need the elevator, exit through front doors only.  

• Feel free to gather on the front lawn for conversation, keeping 
safe distances.   
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Fourth Sunday of Easter 
April 25, 2021; 8:30 & 10 am 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “Thee We Adore, O Savior,” Anne Krentz Organ (8:30) 

“The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want,” Kevin Hildebrand 
 

Entrance 

Stand as you ae able as the cross is carried in from the church entrance 

Gathering Hymn “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us,” #789 stanzas 1-3 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Amen. 

 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Silence is kept for self-examination. 

 
A Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and 

cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  

P Is this also your confession?  If so, say amen. 

C Amen.  

 
P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 

sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 
+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

This Is the Feast 
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Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the 
lost and guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal 
us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 

 

The Word of God 
 

First Reading Acts 4:5-12 

5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with 
Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of 
the high-priestly family. 7When they had made the prisoners stand in their 
midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 
8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people 
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and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to 
someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it 
be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is 
standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This 
Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the 
cornerstone.’ 

12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.” 

The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 23 (10:00) The Lord’s My Shepherd,” #778 

(8:30) “The Lord Is My Shepherd,” Heinz Werner Zimmermann 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want! 
He makes me lie down in green pastures,  

he leads me beside still waters, he restores my soul. 
 

He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I fear no evil 

For thou art with me, thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want! 
He makes me lie down in green pastures,  

he leads me beside still waters, he restores my soul. 
 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of my enemies, 
Thou anointest my head with oil, my cup overflows! 

Surely, surely, goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life! 
And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord! 
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want! 

 

Second Reading 1 John 3:16-24 

16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and 
we ought to lay down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love 
abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in 
need and yet refuses help? 
  18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and 
action. 19And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will 
reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God 
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is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts 
do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we receive from 
him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what 
pleases him. 
  23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of 
his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 
24All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. 
And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 
 The Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God.  
 
Stand as you are able 

Gospel Acclamation “Be Not Afraid,” #388 

 

 
 

Gospel John 10:11-18 

 
At the announcement of the Gospel:  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his 
life for the sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not 
own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—
and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away 
because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. 
I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep 
that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen 
to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the 
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Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 
18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 
power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received 
this command from my Father.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
You may be seated. 

 

Sermon Pastor Burce 

 

Hymn of the Day “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!” #385 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Stand as you are able 

Nicene Creed 
 

A We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

C Amen. 
 
A We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 
incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 

C Amen. 
 
A We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 
worshipped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We  
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

C Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Lord, in your mercy. . . 
C Hear our prayer. 

 

Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.   
 

Greet those around you with these or similar words, after which you may be seated in prayerful 
silence as the altar is prepared. Stand again as you are able at the pastor’s invitation 

 

Presentation of the Offering  “Now the Green Blade Rises,”  

Anna Laura Page (8:30) 
“Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing,” Jeffrey Blersch (10) 

 
A Let us pray. Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what 

you have first given us—our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs 
of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered 
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn:  
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P Holy God, almighty and immortal, we thank and praise you for your 

unaccountable love…who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
You may be seated 
 

Communion 

 

When all have communed, stand as you are able 
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P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you 
in his grace. 

C Amen. 
 
A Let us pray. 
 We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 

the healing power of this gift of life.; and we pray that in your mercy you 
would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent 
love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C Amen. 
 

Sending 

Blessing 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon 
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + 
give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn “Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing,” #544 

 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing,” Paul Manz 

 
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019 
“Thee We Adore, O Savior,” arr. Anne Krentz Organ © 2019 Augsburg Fortress 
“The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want,” Kevin Hildebrand © 2000 Concordia Publishing House 
“The Lord’s My Shepherd,” arr. © Oxford University Press 
“The Lord Is My Shepherd,” Arr. Heinz Werner Zimmerman Music © 1970 Augsburg Publishing House 
“Be Not Afraid,” Text and music © 1998 Les Presses de Taize, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. 
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!” Text © 1958, ren. 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern, admin. Hope Publishing Company 
“Now the Green Blade Rises,” arr. Anna Laura Page © 2020 Choristers Guild 
“Jesus Comes Today with Healing,” arr. Jeffrey Blersch © 2014 Concordia Publishing House 
“Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing,” Text © Oxford University Press 
“Good Christian Men, Rejoice,” arr. Paul Manz © 1974 Concordia Publishing House 
Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with License #702571. 
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Serving Today 

Preaching Minister – Pastor Burce 
 

Presiding Minister – Pastor Bridger 
 

Assisting Minister – Ron Coulter 
 

Acolytes – Gavin Jennings (8:30) 
 

Singers – Claire Connelly, David Graves 
 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Deacons – Frank Beodray (8:30); Cathie Janke (10) 
 

Welcome Team – Debbie & Steve Schneider (8:30) 
 

Sound Technician – Jared Waugaman 
 

Altar Guild – Debbie Luekens 
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In Our Prayers 
 

• The Church’s stewardship of the Easter promise 

• Pastors, bishops, deacons, and all others with public responsibility for 
the care of Christ’s flock 

• Parents and grandparents as they nurture their children in the life of 
Christ 

• The newly baptized, including Vincent Adrian Twigg 

• Our civic shepherds, charged with the care and protection of our 
communities 

• People whose days are shadowed by violence and danger 

• In need of healing: Nancy Beheim, Dick & Judy Gahl, Jean Konfal, 
Walker Malone, Joshua Stroh (Jr.), Fred & Alwine Stull 

• People in mourning or otherwise burdened with grief; the family of 
Dick Polenz (Russ’s father)  

 
  

Altar Flowers Are Given 

By the Ratvasky family in loving memory of Sharon’s father, 
 Rev. George Pohlod. 

This Week’s Commemorations 

April 25—ST. MARK THE EVANGELIST, companion of Saints Peter and 
Paul and author of the second Gospel.   
 
April 29—CATHERINE OF SIENA, d. 1380, a theologian, mystic, 
humanitarian, and counselor, at a remarkably young age, to popes and 
kings.  
 

May 2 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 22:25-31; 1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Connect with Messiah – text 'MESSIAHFP' to 84576 to sign-up 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Music Director – Connie Triplett  
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator  & Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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